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New initiative will spread students’ focus beyond school walls 
  
One month ago Superintendent of Schools Tom Crowe hired Jason Osborne as ECISD’s chief innovation 
officer, and his charge was to spearhead the effort to make teaching and learning come to life especially in the 
area of science. Osborne’s wealth of experience in exploration and discovery and the contacts he has made 
across the country are already paying dividends and an announcement of the district’s first major initiative will 
be made on Thursday at 3:00 p.m. at West Elementary School, 2225 W. Sycamore Drive. These are projects 
that will connect ECISD students well beyond the walls of their classrooms and even beyond Odessa.  
 
Three other story ideas for this week: 
 
Tuesday, August 16 – Dr. David Thompson presents on Teacher Ethics 
 For the third year in a row Dr. Thompson, one of the leading authorities on the Texas Teacher Code 
of Ethics, will give multiple presentations to ECISD employees as part of the school district’s back-to-school 
professional development sessions. Reporters are invited to the presentation to secondary teachers on 
Tuesday morning at 8:00 a.m. at Bonham Middle School. 
 
Friday, August 19 – Convocation with keynote speaker Colonel Parker Schenecker 
 Convocation is the kickoff rally for the school year; the one time each year all ECISD staff members 
are together in one place for one event. Held in the Ector County Coliseum this year’s Convocation will 
feature performances by a faculty choir and Broncho Mariachi from Odessa High School, plus the keynote 
address from Colonel Parker Schenecker who turned an unthinkable personal tragedy into a commitment to 
help kids. Convocation runs 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
 
Saturday, August 20 – Annual back-to-school block party at 3924 Norfolk Court 
 The McDaniels – Ethel McDaniel is a long-time classroom aide at Ector Middle School – have been 
hosting this party for years and it is still going strong. Norfolk Court is located in Mission Dorado Estates and 
thus has students from ECISD and Midland ISD in the neighborhood. Starting at 6:00 p.m. a block party with 
grilling, music, and mingling commences as a way to kick off the new school year in each city.   
 
As a reminder next Monday, August 22, is the first day of school district-wide. If you are planning to visit a 
school on that day please let us know so we can help with any arrangements you may need while on campus. 
  
For more information about this release please contact ECISD Communications at 456-9019.  


